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Vizir Mohammed gave him the command of the citadel, and granted him a
considerable hereditary fief as a reward for his services.

In 1816 Balthazar de Bourbon, surnamed Shahzahad Mussuah, or the Christian
prince, became first minister of the States of Bhopal; and two years later the
accidental death of the sovereign gave him the regency of the kingdom. It was
to him that this little country owes the impetus which caused it to attain in a
few years a remarkable degree of prosperity. Seeing it threatened on all sides by
the Mahrattas, Balthazar was one of the first to offer his alliance to^the English.
General Malcolm was then campaigning in Malwa, and was not a little astonished
to receive propositions of alliance from an Indian prince styling himself a
representative of the Bourbons of France. In his celebrated work on Central
India, Malcolm dwells at length on this singular meeting, and paints to us in the
most flattering colours the superior intelligence and splendid countenance of the
Christian prince. Balthazar died in 1830, leaving all his titles and rights' to
his widow Elizabeth de Bourbon, surnamed the Doolfcn Sircar, and to his nephew
Bonaventure Bourbon, or Bourbon Mussuah.

The descendants of Jean de Bourbon form at the present day a clan of about
four hundred families, three hundred of which are settled in the kingdom of
Bhopal, and acknowledge Madame Elizabeth as their suzerain. They bear the
name of Frantcis, a corruption of the word Frenchman, and have remained firmly
loyal to their Christian faith.

I cannot describe my astonishment and surprise on hearing this account,
which the princess gave me. I then recollected the incident of the Durbar
at Agra, where I had fancied I heard the name of Bourbon pronounced
amongst the names of the princes and nobles assembled on the occasion; and
I learned that the Dooldn Sircar had accompanied the Begum, her suzerain, to this
ceremony.

The worthy missionary who was present at our interview assured me that an
escutcheon, bearing the fleur-de-lis roughly painted on it, which had belonged to
Jean de Bourbon, was preserved in the family treasury. He added besides that
Jean had represented himself at the Court of Akbar as Lord of Barri and Mergurh,
and that these names might very possibly be a simple corruption of the French
words Berri and Mercoeur.

To those whom it may interest I leave the task of deciding whether this Jean
de Bourbon belonged to the French family of the Bourbons, whether he was some
illegitimate son of the famous Constable who lived about that time, or whether he
was only an impostor. But even in the latter case he could not have the epithet
M common M applied to him, for it must have been a man of high descent and rare
talents who could thus raise himself to so distinguished a position at the Court of
Akbar, which was at that time perhaps the most brilliant and the most civilised
in the world; and.it is still more surprising to see the descendants of this man
maintain themselves to the present day in a rank scarcely inferior to royalty,
while at the same time they remained faithfully attached to the name, customs,
and religion of their ancestors.

To return to our interview. The Dool&n Sircar, after all these explanations,
expressed her delight at seeing in us her fellow-c<mutrymen, and made us promise
to keep up a frequent intercourse with her palace during our stay.

We arrived at Bhopal during the Mohurum.    This festival, which I have